
Flat Stanley visits

in Fort Washington, PA



Layla Witwer decided to send me to visit her friend Molly
in Fort Washington, PA. Molly is one of the librarians at
the Upper Dublin Public Library. Layla promised she'd

have a lot to show me!

Fort Washington is 64 miles away from Clay Elementary,
which really isn't very far. If we had driven in a car, we would

have been there in just a little over an hour!

Map by Google Maps



The first thing I asked was if the Washington in Fort
Washington was George Washington. Molly says that it is!
General Washington and his troops camped in the area
now called Fort Washington from December 5 through
December 8, 1777. British soldiers had a camp in Fort
Washington too and some of General Washington's men
spied on them from a church tower that is still standing
244 years later!

The March to Valley Forge, December 19, 1777,  William Brooke Thomas Trego, 1883

George Washington, Gilbert Stuart, 1803



Fort Washington is in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. Molly showed
me an atlas from 1893 that had a map of some of the original farms. I
didn't know libraries had things that are that old, but Molly said that most
libraries have maps, books, and other materials about local history!



Fort Washington is just one part of
Upper Dublin Township. Townships in
Pennsylvania are areas where
smaller neighborhoods decide to work
together and have one local
government.

Townships don't have mayors. Instead
each neighborhood elects a
commissioner who will represent their
neighborhood when the township has
to make decisions. Upper Dublin has
seven commissioners!

Mr. Paul is Upper Dublin Township's
Manager. He helps all of the
neighborhoods work together with the
township helpers, like the Public Works
and Parks & Recreation departments. 



Upper Dublin Township is just north of Philadelphia which means that it is a
suburban community. About 26,225 people live there. The township is close to
many highways so some people who live in Upper Dublin Township commute to
work in Philadelphia or even New York City!

This photo is property of Upper Dublin Township
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The weather in Upper Dublin
Township isn't really any different
from that it in Ephrata. When I
visited in February, there were a
couple of snow storms. At the end of
the first one, there were 15 inches of
snow in the library parking lot.
Upper Dublin only gets an average
of 20 inches of snow a year, so
having 15 inches in one day is A LOT
of snow! 

Workers from Upper Dublin
Township worked really hard to
plow the snow and make sure that
the parking lot and sidewalks were
safe for the library staff and people
who wanted to use the library.



Molly brought me to work with her. She does a lot of different jobs at the library and
arrives early in the morning. Look at how big the library is! It has two floors and 111,352
items that can be checked out. That's a lot of books, DVDs, CDs, and other things for
people to borrow!



The first person I met at the
library was Miss Cheri. She's
the library director. She is
responsible for everything
that happens at the library. 

She welcomed me at the
front door and told me how
happy she was that I was
visiting. She also told me
about the library rules and
let me see the auditorium.
The auditorium can fit 300
people and someday soon
will host lots of great events
and programs like concerts
and author talks!



I wasn't sure where I should
start. The building is really big
and there's so much to see! 

Molly said I should ask Miss
Rae who was sitting at the
greeter desk. She showed me
the library map and asked if
there was anything special I
was curious about. I said I
wanted to find chapter books
and non-fiction books too. 

Miss Rae said that I would like
the Children's Library and
pointed the way!



The Children's Library is on the first floor. It has books and movies and CDs just for kids! I asked
Molly if I was allowed to talk in the library and she said that I could. She told me that libraries
aren't supposed to be silent and that I can talk and laugh and even play in the library as long as I
was respectful of other people. I said that it sounds like when I'm in the library I should follow the
same rules as I do at school and she said that was exactly right!



Miss Kathleen was sitting
right inside the Children's
Library door. I asked her how
much it cost to borrow a book.
Miss Kathleen looked
confused and said, "Stanley, it
doesn't cost anything to
borrow a book from the
library.  All you need is a
library card!" 

Miss Kathleen made me my
very own library card and let
me sign the back of it. Now I
can check things out
whenever I want!



You'll never guess what I found when I
started looking at the chapter books - I
found a whole shelf of books about my
adventures! I also got to have my photo
taken with Greg Heffley who was just
hanging out to help library visitors know
where to go!



Miss Jenn is one of the children's librarians.
When I was there, she was getting ready to do
a preschool storytime. Right now she has to
do storytimes over the computer and she let
me see behind the scenes. Even though I'm
not in preschool anymore, I really loved
listening to her read books out loud. It's
always special when someone reads to you!



Looking at all of the books made me wonder how
they get on their shelves. Molly introduced me to Miss
Lauren, the assistant director, and Miss Lindsay, the
head of adult and teen services. They both have a lot of
responsibilities at the library and ordering books,
movies, and CDs is something they both do. They don't
get them from Amazon, but instead from a library
company that sends the items with labels and plastic
covers to get them ready to go on the shelves. 



It's Miss Kathy's job to
make sure that all of the
new items get added to
the library's database,
which is called the library
catalog.

She checks to make sure
that the title, author, and
subject information are
correct. All of that info is
inside the front cover of
every book.

Sometimes the writing is
very tiny and Miss Kathy
has to use a special
magnifying glass to help
her see all of the details.



Every book and DVD and CD
that goes on the shelf has to
be checked by library staff
and volunteers to make sure
that when someone
searches for a title, the
catalog will show them right
where the item is.

Miss Liz triple checks and
when everything is okay, she
let's the computer know that
the item is ready to go out to
anyone who might want it! 

The library ordered 467
books in February! That's a
lot of books to get ready for
people to borrow!



Some people come inside the library to
look for books and DVDs and CDs. These
people browse the shelves and usually
find something they're interested in.

But sometimes people know exactly what
they want to borrow. Then they can use
their computer or call the library and ask
them to put an item on "hold." This
means that someone in the library will
take the item off its shelf and put a little
white flag inside with the name of the
person who wants to borrow it. 

Every morning Miss Helen prints out a list
of all of the items that have holds. Then
she goes on a scavenger hunt to find
them on their shelves. She takes them
downstairs to wait for the people who
want to check them out.



Miss Lorae showed me the room
where all of items on hold are kept.
Look at how many of them there are!

Some of the items came from the
Upper Dublin Library shelves, but
some came from other libraries in
Montgomery County. Libraries share
their items with each other so that
everyone can read or watch or listen to
exactly what they want.

Each morning a delivery truck arrives
at Upper Dublin Library to
deliver items from other libraries. They
also pick up items from Upper Dublin
to take to other libraries. The staff calls
the delivery truck The Pony, just like
the Pony Express!  



When an item that's on hold is
ready for pick-up, the person
who wants to borrow it gets a
phone call or an email telling
them it's time to visit the
library.

The library has a drive-thru
window, kind of like the one at
McDonalds, but instead of
fries, Miss Claudia will give you
your books!

When cars tom to the window,
Miss Claudia scans the driver's
library card and checks out
their items. She even has dog
biscuits for well-behaved
dogs!



Molly said that you can return your
items from your car too! There's a slot
on the library's wall that's right at the
height of a car. When people have
items to return, the just push them
through the slot.

The items get collected in very big
bins on wheels. These bins fill up a
couple of times a day. When they're
full, the library staff swap them for
empty bins. 

Since I'm so small and flat, Molly let
me go through the slot and land on
the books.  I'm glad no one put a book
in on top of me! That would have
made me even flatter!



Miss Judy is the Circulation
Manager. One of her jobs is
making sure that all of the library
items get checked in and checked
out. She also helps people who
might have lost or damaged a
library item. 

She used to also help people pay
their library fines. But last year
Upper Dublin Library stopped
charging people late fees. Miss
Judy told me that it's still a really,
really good idea to bring your
books back on time, but if you're a
day late, you won't have to pay a
fine. 



Once Miss Judy and the other
library assistants check the books
in, it's up to some very special
library workers to put the books
back on the shelves. Miss
Bernadette is a library page. Not
like a page in a book, although isn't
it funny that there are library
workers named pages?!

Being a page means that you have
to pay extra special attention to
details. It's Miss Bernadette's job to
put the items EXACTLY where they
belong so that when someone
uses the catalog to find an item, it
will be on the shelf where it's
supposed to be.



Miss Kira and Miss Natalie are also pages. They were
cleaning and sanitizing the library, but stopped to
introduce themselves to me. We talked about our
favorite books and they gave me some great
recommendations.

Miss Natalie asked if she could be Flat Natalie and
travel with me! I told her I didn't think she'd fit in my
envelope!



When I finished looking on books in the Children's Library, I asked Molly if we could go
upstairs. The second floor is where the items for adults and teenagers are kept. There is also a
special area called the Learning Commons where students will be able to study. 



Molly introduced me to Miss Debra
who was at the big, round desk at the
top of the library stairs. Miss Debra is a
reference librarian which means that
it's her job to answer people's 
questions. 

Do you need to know the address of a
store? Miss Debra can help. 

Do you need help finding a new book
to read? Miss Debra can help with that
too. 

Librarians love answering questions! I
think it's their favorite thing to do. If
they don't know an answer, they won't
rest until they discover it!



There's also a computer lab on the second floor of the library. Everyone is welcome to come in
and use the library computers. They can check email, read articles on the internet, and do
research about their family history. Or, they can print anything they need to print. Miss Janet is
one of the librarians who is there to help people with the computers. She introduced me to Mr.
Ken. Mr. Ken doesn't work in the library, but he visits his librarian friends and the computer lab
almost every day. Mr. Ken really likes model trains. He showed me a website he uses to
research them. It was so cool!



Right outside the computer lab there's a
BIG room with lots of tables. Molly says
that this is the library's STEAM Lab. 

"What's a STEAM Lab?" I asked.

STEAM stands for Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math. The STEAM
Lab has all kinds of cool things like robots,
and microcomputers and sewing
machines and digital cameras. The library
uses these things for community
programs. 

I didn't realize that libraries had these
kinds of tools, but I'm glad that they do! I
had fun playing with all the robots!



The STEAM Lab has 3D printers too. Six of them! These are special machines that print
layers and layers of plastic on top of each other to create an object that you can hold in your
hand. The plastic is made from corn so that it can be recycled.  Molly made a file of me and
I got to watch myself get printed!  It takes a long time to print something on a 3D printer.
The print of me took almost four hours!



Molly introduced me to Miss India and Miss Connie. They work at the library too, although
you might not always see them. Miss India designs all the cool flyers and posters and signs
you see around the library. And Miss Connie makes sure that everyone has the supplies and
tools that they need to do their jobs. The library couldn't run without them.



After spending so much time with the library staff, I started to think that I might want to be a
librarian someday. Molly said I should talk to Miss Vicki and Mr. Nicholas about that. I learned that
they both came to storytimes when they were little, volunteered at the library when they were in
middle school, worked as pages when they were in high school, and then were promoted to library
assistants when they were in college. Now they are BOTH in graduate school, training to become
librarians! 



Molly said that it was soon time
to go home, but that I could
check out some books before I
left. Miss Jessica, the other
children's librarian, helped me
use the library's self-check out
machine.

The library uses Radio
Frequency Identification
(RFID) tags in all of their items,
so I didn't need to scan the
books barcodes. I just put them
on the machine and the books
were scanned like magic!

Miss Jessica also gave me a bag
to carry my books and a special
craft kit so I could make a bird
craft at home.



The last person Molly and I saw before
we left was Mr. Jack. Mr. Jack was a
school librarian before he came to
work at Upper Dublin Library, so he
knew all about my adventures because
he used to tell his students about
them!

I learned so much about Upper Dublin
Library and Fort Washington on my
trip. But I think my favorite thing that I
learned was how wonderful all of the
people who work at the library are. No
matter what their responsibilities are,
their most important job is helping
people like me find items to
borrow and answering our questions.



I had a great time at Upper Dublin
Library.  It makes me excited to go
back home to Ephrata and visit my
library there. Almost every
community has a library and even
though your library might look
different from the one I visited, they
are all filled with books, movies, CDs,
and very caring staff members. 

Libraries are special because
everyone in their communities can
use them to borrow books or attend
events or use the computers. And all
of it is free. 

I'm so glad I visited and I can't wait to
go back!
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"Back home Stanley told his
family that he had been

handled so carefully he never
felt a single bump. Mr.

Lambchop said it proved that
jet planes were wonderful,
and so was the Post Office
Department, and that this
was a great age in which to

live. 
Stanley thought so too."

Jeff Brown



Connecting people and ideas to educate, inspire
and strengthen our community.


